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the many virtues of the southern races much better than they are
able to do themselves. But at the outset I told you that I would try
to write a * human' geography, being firmly convinced that the
importance of any given piece of land depends entirely upon the
sum total of the contributions the inhabitants of that particular
territory, be it large or small, have made to the sum total of human

THE OLDEST MOUNTAINS AHE BY NO MEANS THE HIGHSST
happiness in the form of science or commerce or religion or one
of the arts. From that angle, alas, South America so fer has been
almost as barren as Mongolia. Which, I repeat, may be due to the
lack of population, which in turn may be due to the feet that a
great deal of South America lies just south of the equator, and that
in the other parts the white man has never been able to replace
the native, or is so swamped by half-breeds of different hue (mulat-
tos, who are the descendants of whites and Negroes, Mestizos, who
are die children of Indians and whites, or Zambos, who arc the